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Definition of related SDG6 indicator

Indicator 6.3.1: Proportion of domestic and industrial wastewater flows safely 
treated. These statistics have been disaggregated, calculated and separately 
reported by the following components:

Total wastewater                     UNSD and UN-Habitat

Industrial wastewater            

Domestic wastewater: Proportion of reported wastewater flows from   WHO 
households safely treated*. 
*complies with national or local standards. In the absence of such data, flows treated by secondary or higher 
technologies 



Key messages

• Calculation characterizes a “household wastewater management chain”. This chain represents the 
proportion of flows generated, collected and safely treated for sewer and septic tank wastewater 
streams

• Household wastewater safely treated: 
Globally: 56 % of all wastewater flows generated by households in 2020 were collected and safely 
treated (i.e. they were treated by secondary or higher processes or that effluent discharges met 
relevant standards). 
Ø57 % of all HH wastewater flows generated in 2020 were delivered into sewers, while 24% flowed 

into septic tanks, and the remaining 19% with all other types of sanitation, including those with no 
toilets at all. 

ØSewers: 78% were safely treated at the point of discharge 
ØSeptic tanks: 48% were collected and safely treated on- or offsite
ØAll other types of sanitation (i.e. pit latrines and open defecation) were considered not safely 

treated



Key messages

• Urgently necessary to ensure that flows generated are discharged 
either into sewer lines or on-site storage and treatment systems
• For septic tanks            national inspection programmes
• Improving wastewater management is fundamental for:
Ø protecting drinking water resources 
Øprotecting aquatic ecosystems
Ømitigating and adapting to climate change
• Safe reuse of treated wastewater



Estimated proportions of household 
wastewater safely treated (2020)



Estimated Proportions of Household Wastewater 
Safely Treated, by Regions



Proportion of Household Safely Treated Wastewater, 
by Regions
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Proportion of Household Safely Treated Wastewater, 
EMR
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Proportion of Household Safely Treated Wastewater, 
EMR

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

YEMEN
WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
TUNISIA

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
SUDAN

SOMALIA
SAUDI ARABIA

QATAR
PAKISTAN

OMAN
MOROCCO

LIBYA
LEBANON

KUWAIT
JORDAN

IRAQ
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

EGYPT
DJIBOUTI
BAHRAIN

AFGHANISTAN
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Proportion of household wastewater safely treated (%) Proportion septic tank household wastewater safely treated (%)

Proportion sewer household wastewater safely treated (%)



Proportion of Household Safely Treated Wastewater, 
Jordan
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Proportion of wastewater treated in Northern Africa and 
Western Asia (2017-2020)



Proportion of household wastewater treated in Jordan 
(2020) compared to other countries in the Region 







In Jordan, wastewater reuse has been prioritized in 
a water-scarce setting

• 51 % of the total water demand in Jordan originates from its agriculture sector.

• Wastewater effluents from WWTPs in the country totalled 178.2 million m3 in 2019 
and approximately 90 % of its treated WW was reused in agricultural activities. 

• At least secondary levels of treatment

• Some of the most advanced safety measures & controls for WW reuse in the region.

• WAJ is responsible for the WW treatment sector & coordination of individual utilities. 

• For WW reuse, agreements are established between farmers, utilities and the MWI

• MOH & JFDA: responsible for monitoring the quality of produce sold on the market.

Further institutional development to clarify and strengthen roles & responsibilities, 
better enforce standards & legalities, & monitor safety & processes.



https://sdg6data.org/snapshots?country=#demo-wrapper 



WHO Webpage to Access: 2021 Country files for SDG 6.3.1: "Proportion of 
wastewater safely treated“

https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/water-
sanitation-and-health/monitoring-and-evidence/water-supply-sanitation-and-
hygiene-monitoring/2021-country-files-for-sdg-6.3.1-proportion-of-water-
safely-treated

https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/water-sanitation-and-health/monitoring-and-evidence/water-supply-sanitation-and-hygiene-monitoring/2021-country-files-for-sdg-6.3.1-proportion-of-water-safely-treated




Thank you!


